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ELEPHANTA
CAVES 
A Journey into India's Timeless Spiritual Heritage

TRAVEL TO



The Elephanta Caves sit on a serene island in Mumbai Harbour —
a UNESCO World Heritage Site carved directly into solid basalt
rock around 550 CE. 

The complex is dedicated primarily to Lord Shiva and is
celebrated for its massive sculptural panels, mandala-pattern
cave temples, and a rare interplay of Hindu and Buddhist
heritage. 

The island's peaceful setting makes it a sharp, welcome contrast
to the pace of Mumbai

Overview
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Mode  Details

Ferry  Departs from the Gateway of India. 1-hour scenic ride with
views of Mumbai's coastline and merchant ships.

Cost (Round Trip)  Approx. ₹260 – ₹300 per person

Toy Train (optional)  ₹10 – ₹18 from the jetty to the base of the steps

Steps to caves  ~120 steep stone steps from the base — wear comfortable
shoes

Detail  Info

Open  Tuesday to Sunday, 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

Closed  Mondays

Entry
(Foreigners)

 ₹600 (ASI ticket)

Physical
demand  Moderate — approx. 120 steep stone steps

Getting There

Visitor Information
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 Trimurti Sadashiva (Cave 1) The centrepiece of the site — a 7-
metre-high colossal bust depicting Shiva's three cosmic faces:
Creator (Vamadeva), Preserver (Tatpurusha), and Destroyer
(Aghora). One of the finest examples of ancient Indian sculpture
anywhere in the world.

 Mandala-Pattern Architecture — The primary cave temple
(Cave 1) was carved around 550 CE, and its layout follows a
cosmic mandala pattern. Massive basalt pillars support the rock
ceiling, creating a cathedral-like atmosphere.  

Religious Syncretism— Five Hindu caves on the Western hill
celebrate Shaivite mythology. The Eastern hill holds the remains
of a 2nd-century BCE Buddhist stupa and cave cells — a rare,
tangible record of India's history of religious coexistence. 

The Ferry Journey — The 1-hour crossing from the Gateway of
India is part of the experience. The city skyline recedes behind you
as the island draws closer — a deliberate, slow transition from
Mumbai to antiquity

Local Culture & Market — A short toy-train ride from the jetty
drops you at the foot of the steps, where a string of stalls sells
local crafts, trinkets, and snacks. The island's unhurried pace is
itself a draw 

TOP HIGHLIGHTS
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Time Activity

8:30 AM Arrive at the Gateway of India. Buy ferry tickets (get there early —
queues build up by 9:30 AM)

9:00 AM Board the government ferry. Enjoy the harbour crossing; keep a
camera handy.

10:00 AM Arrive at Elephanta Jetty. Optional toy-train ride to the base of the
steps. 

10:15 AM Climb the steps — browse the market stalls on the way up.

10:30 AM Enter Cave 1 (main Shiva temple). Allow at least 45–60 minutes here.

11:30 AM Explore Caves 2–5 on the Western hill. Cave 2 & 3 have notable
sculpted panels. 

12:30 PM Lunch at one of the island's small restaurants near the jetty. 

1:30 PM Optional: Walk the Eastern hill path to the Buddhist stupa site

2:30 PM Head back to the jetty. Last ferry typically departs well before 5:30 PM. 

3:30 PM Return ferry to Gateway of India.

SUGGESTED DAY PLAN
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Practical Tips
Go on a weekday — weekend crowds at the ferry and caves are significant.

Carry cash, ferry tickets, the toy train, market stalls, and most eateries are
cash-only.

Water and snacks are available on the island, but at premium prices — bring
your own. 

Photography is permitted inside the caves, but no flash on the sculptures. 

Wear closed, non-slip footwear for the 120 steps and uneven cave floors. 

The last government ferry back leaves around 5:30 PM — don't cut it close. 

Guides are available at the entrance. ₹300–400 and add real depth to the
visit. 

+91 9820989545
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Mumbai, India

For any queries please contact us on the
below details 
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